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Press Release

Residents Protest at Council’s Attempt to Dismantle Boards
St. Michaels Estate is organising a protest outside City Hall on Monday 6th of April at 6.00pm to show their anger and frustration at Dublin City Council’s attempt to dismantle the existing Regeneration Boards.  We have been circulated with information which clearly shows that the city council wants to replace them with committees with less power, less participation and less community representation. They will be joined by residents from other estates across the city also affected by the collapse of their PPP Regeneration projects. 

Speaking about the protest, Dr. John Bissett author of the critically acclaimed book Regeneration; Public Good or Private Profit said “Dublin City Council are trying to get rid of the Regeneration Board. This makes no sense as they are made up of residents, local organisations and officials  who have the knowledge, skills and experience to get Regeneration done. What is happening is a blatant attack on participatory democracy. It’s an attempt by those in power to brake down the existing successful  structures between local communities and state agencies. Residents and locals want a say in the decisions that are being made about their homes and communities and the regeneration boards do this successfully.” 
Michael Finneran, T.D, Minister for Housing recently set up a Special Task Force to deal with regeneration. Speaking about the Task Force John said 


“ There are no residents on the task force and new plans and decisions were made with no input from residents. Our 14 acre site has been reduced to two acres and funding has not yet even been secured from the government to help people out of these appalling living conditions. It is Dublin City Council that needs to be dismantled, it has after all spent over €20.5 million on failed PPP regeneration projects and not a home has been built”. John went on to say the following questions need to be answered by Dublin City Council a.s.a.p.:

1) Can the current Regeneration Board be kept in place? 

2) Has Bernard McNamara paid the council the agreed sum of €1.5 million in return for being allowed to withdraw from projects with no further legal implications?

3) Will the Government fund the development of St Michael’s?

4) Will construction of residents homes commence in Jan 2010? 
5) When will a representative for residents be appointed to the Task Force?
St Michael’s Regeneration Team are currently running ‘A Register to Vote’ campaign to ensure residents and local are lobbying local politicians to get St Michael’s Estate urgently regenerated.
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