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Call for Government Action in the Regeneration of St Michael’s Estate
Professor Kathleen Lynch, Equality Studies Centre, School of Social Justice, UCD will launch St Michael’s Estate Regeneration Team’s website and online petition calling on the Taoiseach, Minister Gormley and Dublin City Council to get their act together and sort out the PPP mess they have caused and get the 14 acre site at St Michael’s Estate, Inchicore developed as a mater of urgency. 
Speaking at the launch, Professor Kathleen Lynch said “We are here to challenge the government and Dublin City Council over their failure to provide decent public housing to those who are urgently in need of it at a time in Ireland of unprecedented affluence”. 

Built in 1967 St Michaels suffers from huge social deprivation, high unemployment, poverty and major drug problems. In the 1990’s the government decided to regenerate St Michaels using state funding.  In 2003 despite the first phase of the regeneration plan being built on time and on budget the government insisted the only way forward was through Public Private Partnership. On the 19th May Dublin City Council announced that St Michael’s PPP regeneration plan had collapsed. To date Dublin City Council have taken no action, or offered any solutions to forward the regeneration of St Michaels Estate. 
Professor Lynch continued on to say “ The public-private partnership system has failed; when there is no profit for developers and no money to be made from development by the City Council, then housing for those in need is abandoned. But surely the right to a home should not be contingent on the profit margins of developers? Surely the City Councils must not be beholden to developers and large corporate interests to fund basic services?” 
Locals have to date had three different regeneration plans for St Michaels Estate. Since PPP took over not a brick has been laid despite the process taking years and costing the state millions. Eilish Comfort, a member of the Regeneration Team said “We are calling on anyone with a social conscience to sign our petition. We will not stand by and let Dublin City Council sit on our homes and community facilities for another few years. We want the full 14 acres developed efficiently and effectively. At a time of economic down turn in the construction industry it is important that the state remain focussed and facilitate essential building works for some of Dublin’s must vulnerable people. We ask people to visit our website and sign our online petition calling on the government to take urgent action.”

Set up in 2001, St. Michaels Estate Regeneration Team are a ‘think tank’ consisting of local residents and community development workers who work with and on behalf of the residents in the regeneration process since 2001. For more information visit www.stmichaelsestate.ie
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