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Thursday 7th May 2009
Press Release
Warning of Social Crisis over Government Housing Initiatives

A new policy report calling for an urgent National Housing Strategy that builds and sustains communities will be launched at a discussion meeting on Monday, 11th May 2009 at Liberty Hall from 10.00am to 1.00pm. 

Drawn up in consultation with tenants, community workers, academics and others working in the housing sector, the report outlines how current government policies on areas such as Regeneration, Rent Allowance Schemes and Leasing Initiatives are leading to a worsening housing crisis.  Speaking about the report Dr John Bissett, Author of Regeneration Public good or Private profit? said 
“Regeneration projects have collapsed all over the city, house prices are falling rapidly, yet millions continue to be spent on rent allowance schemes and new leasing initiatives that do not deliver social housing. This government is pursuing disjointed policies and half wit ideas that put tax payer’s money into the hands of developers and landlords. These policies are costly and ineffective and must be stopped to make way for a national strategic plan that delivers social housing for people”. 

Insisting that the government, businesses, communities, tenants and academics need to work together to deliver sustainable housing Community Worker, Rory Ahern said       “Ireland’s housing problem is spiraling out of control and we need to take action fast. This report outlines cost effective and viable steps to address the current housing crisis in the current economic climate”.  
Speakers at the event include Brian Dillon (Nexus & Tenants First), Anne Speed (Head of Equality and Campaigning, SIPTU), Dr. John Bissett, (author of Regeneration: Public Good or Private Profit), Dr. Rory Ahern, (Community worker) and tenant representatives. The Policy document will be available to download on www.stmichaelsestate.ie or www.dicp.ie on Monday 11th May 2009.
For more information contact:  Dr. John Bissett, 087 9889132 or Rory Hearne, 086 1523542
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