Environment, Heritage & Local Government 
Programme B - Housing 
Under Programme B - Housing– the following recommendations are made: 

The promotion of rental leasing/acquisition instead of traditional construction. 

The report suggest a review of the Local Authority tenancy system and amend the criteria for local authority housing lists to ensure that housing stock should be fully utilised by those with a long term housing need. The definition of housing need should be amended and the link to rent supplement should be removed to ensure that local authority housing lists cater for those with long term housing needs. There should be minimum delays between lettings of the housing stock. The report also recommends that tenancies should be reviewed periodically, at a minimum at 5 year intervals, and the housing needs of tenants reassessed, regardless of income or family circumstances. It further states that Local Authority tenants should not have the right to hold a tenancy for a particular abode for their lifetime or be able to pass on a tenancy to a family member. As family circumstances change, the accommodation provided should match the circumstances, e.g. as a household reduces in size a smaller alternative should be provided. 

Discounts for tenant purchase should be withdrawn and local authorities should maintain a housing stock. In line with the Group’s view on reviewing the local authority tenancy system, tenant purchase of local authority housing stock should be confined to existing tenants. 

The rationalisation of Housing Agencies and Schemes (National Building Agency, the Homeless Agency and the Centre for Housing Research) into one body. This, the report argues, would provide a more flexible support service for D/EH&LG and individual housing authorities and could be deployed in a more flexible manner as housing priorities evolve. It would also achieve expenditure and staff efficiency savings. 

The discontinuation of Affordable Housing Schemes 
The system of support for voluntary housing bodies through the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme (CLSS)should be reviewed to see if opportunities exist for a reduction in Exchequer support. This may entail the scheme being replaced in its current form. It may be that more can be done by the housing bodies to raise some of their own financing based on their current portfolio of houses with a reduction in Exchequer support. 

Local Authorities re-negotiate with landlords participating in the Rental Accommodation Scheme (RAS) 

The full implementation of the Government’s Integrated Homelessness Strategy which streamlines and coordinates funding arrangements to ensure a clear overview of the range of services and activities in the sector and facilitate more effective and efficient use of public resources. This could generate savings of €2m. 

Programme D – Environment 
Under Programme D – Environment – the following recommendations are made: 

Reduction to projects funded by the Environment Fund including: 
o the Environmental Protection Agency research fund 

o should be savings of €1m in 2010 from delivering the ENFO service through a web based facility rather than through a public office. 

o The scaling back of the Environmental Awareness Programme 
o funds allotted to the Climate Change Awareness Campaign, which the report argues, are no longer required at the current level. 

