Monday, 9th June 2008

Locals are livid with Dublin City Council and Call on Minister John Gormley to wake up and sort out PPP Regeneration Plan

St Michael's Estate is outraged with the news that nothing has been done by Dublin City Council to sort out the collapsed PPP Regeneration projects at St Michael's Estate and across the city. Angry locals will protest with O 'Devaney Gardens & Dominick Street today Monday 9th of June at City Hall at 6.00pm to coincide with the Dublin City Council meeting scheduled for 7.00pm. Locals will bang pots and pans to show how enraged they are with Dublin City Council for taking no decisive action to resolve the issues since they announced the collapse of five PPP regeneration plans with McNamara/Castlethorn construction on 19th May.

Dublin City Officials said at a meeting of the Regeneration Board today that there had been no changes. McNamara/Castlethorn has not signed the agreement for the PPP regeneration of St Michaels Estate or come back with any new proposals. Neither has Dublin City Council spoken to the second bidder in the tendering process or looked at any other options to progress regeneration. 

Rita Fagan of St Michael's Estate Regeneration Team said "We are furious with Dublin City Council and the appalling way they have handled the regeneration of St Michael's Estate and O Devaney Gardens and Dominick St. Whose side are they on, and where is Minister John Gormley in all of this? Despite contacting his office we have heard nothing from him. Does he even know that Regeneration is in his brief as Minister of the Environment"? Rita went on to say "We were assured by Ciaran McNamara, Assistant City Manager, Dublin City Council that we would have a resolution to this issue by Friday the 6th June, but we have nothing. What is he doing? He is responsible for handling the regeneration of St Michael's on behalf of the state. After seven years nothing has happened."

Dr. John Bissett, another Member of St Michaels Regeneration Team and author of a forthcoming book Regeneration, Public Good or Private Profit said, "We have had three plans to date and none of them have been implemented. Is there any accountability in Dublin City Council? Heads should be rolling! Not a brick has been laid since we got involved in PPP. The council needs to fund the regeneration of St Michael's Estate and just get on with it." 

Dr. John Bissett, another Member of St Michaels Regeneration Team and author of a forthcoming book Regeneration, Public Good or Private Profit said, "Promises were made by the state nationally and locally to our communities. The collapse of the PPP model is not our problem. We want our full plans delivered by whomever as fast as possible ".

The agreed PPP Regeneration plan includes the 14 acre site at St Michael's Estate with 720 dwellings (165 social, 75 affordable, 480 private), a civic centre with library, parish centre, three cr�ches, youth cafe, family resource centre, healthcare centre, two football pitches, play areas, new urban square, village green and public square. 

St Michael's Estate Regeneration Team work with and on behalf of the residents in the regeneration process. For more information please see www.stmichaelsestate.ie

For more information contact:

Dr John Bissett - 087 9889132 
Rita Fagan - 087 6319004 

 

