29th May 2008

St Michael's Estate appeal to Minister Gormley to step in and sort out PPP Regeneration Mess

Residents of St Michael's Estate appealed today to John Gormley, Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, to step in and sort out the PPP regeneration mess left behind by Dublin City Council and McNamara after the collapse of five PPP Regeneration Projects.

Appealing to the Minister Rita Fagan, St Michael's Estate Regeneration Team said "We need action fast. There is confusing and contradictory information coming from McNamara and Dublin City Council. We are talking about people's homes and life quality here, not just some buildings. We are in undated with residents looking for factual information. Is there a new plan? Have we to spend years negotiating a new plan again? McNamara said the PPP regeneration plan is not viable then why is he coming back with another agreement? What is the second bidder saying? We are all confused as there is conflicting reports emerging that are unsettling St Michael's community". Rita went on to say "The Minister needs to get in to the driving seat and sort this out. It has taken nearly 10 years to get this far, that's a lot of blood, sweat and tears yet there isn't one brick laid"..

Dublin City Council issued a press release 19th May stating that five PPP regeneration plans, including St Michael's Estate would not go ahead as planned. On the same day the Regeneration Board instructed Dublin City council to approach the second bidder involved in the tendering process. On Morning Ireland radio programme Dublin City Council said they were seeking new options including talking to the second bidder. However in a press release/minutes of meeting on the 26th May Dublin City Council claim they are waiting on McNamara to come back with new proposals by today, Thursday 29th May and hopefully there will be an agreement signed by the following Friday.

Dr. John Bissett, author of a forthcoming book Regeneration, Public Good or Private Profit and Member of St Michaels Regeneration Team said, "We want to make our position clear to all especially the Minister, we have worked hard and have come up with an excellent regeneration plan for St Michael's and we will settle for nothing less than the full development of the 14 acre site as agreed"

St Michael's Estate Regeneration Team, made up of residents and local community groups from St Michael's Estate and the Inchicore area work with and on behalf of the residents in the regeneration process since 2001. For more information check out www.stmichaelsestate.ie 

For more information contact:

Dr John Bissett - 087 9889132 
Rita Fagan - 087 6319004 

 

