25th May 2008

St Michael's Estate protest against Dublin City Council over colapse of PPP regeneration plans

Residents of St Michael's Estate are joining forces with O' Devaney gardens and others across the city to protest against the loss of their PPP regeneration plans. The planned protest will take place on Monday the 26th of May at 6.00pm at City Hall Dublin. 

Dublin City Council announced (Mon 19th) that the PPP regeneration deal it had with McNamara/Castlethorn Construction to develop St Michael's Estate and four other similar projects in Dublin would no longer go ahead. Despite McNamara claiming the economic downturn and changes in building regulations made the projects no longer viable, McNamara and Company were granted permission for €1bh Burlington Project from Dublin City Council on Fri 23rd May.

Rita Fagan, St Michael's Estate Regeneration Team expressed her disbelief and anger at the news that has been unfolding "I don't know what is going on with Dublin City Council. Their job is to looks after their tenants and to provide social housing on behalf of the state. This should be done in a professional, transparent and accountable manner but clearly it isn't. How can the council accept McNamara's reasoning for walking away from these projects when they are clearly continuing to progress other building projects. Whose interests are the council looking after? It is certainly not the residents. " Rita continue to say "There may well be a down turn in the economy but their will certainly be no down turn in the residents fight to get St Michael's Estate regenerated physically and socially as promised". 

St Michael's Estate Regeneration Team, made up of residents and local community groups from St Michael's Estate and the Inchicore area work with and on behalf of the residents in the regeneration process since 2001. 

For more information contact:

Dr John Bissett - 087 9889132 
Rita Fagan - 087 6319004 

 

