26th May 2008

McNamara throwing plenty of red herrings says St Michael's Estate

Residents of St Michael's Estate joined forces with O' Devaney gardens at a lively protest against the loss of their PPP regeneration plans at City Hall Dublin this evening. 

Speaking at the event Rita Fagan, St Michael's Estate Regeneration Team expressed her annoyance at the pure trip and spin that was being put out by McNamara.

"McNamara is throwing red herrings all over the place. He claims regulations on the size of apartments and energy efficiency were reasons for him not pursing the PPP plan for the Regeneration of St Michael's Estate. That's rubbish. We drew up a document on energy efficiency that was in line with the then forth coming energy regulations that was included in the tendering process. He also claimed that he had to change the sizes of the apartments in line with regulations, which is correct but he forgot to mention that it was agreed he would be compensated in full for loss of any units which was in the millions region" . Rita continue to say " MaNamara also claimed that his work was constantly held up, much of which he did himself, again though he forgot to mention he had gotten over one million that was built into the PPP model for construction and inflation costs and interest increase costs".

Dr. John Bissett, another Member of St Michaels Regeneration Team and author of a forthcoming book Regeneration, Public Good or Private Profit said, "We are fed up of the full story not being told by Dublin City Council and McNamara about what is happening with PPP and the regeneration of St Michael's. We have had three plans thrown out to date. We have worked for nearly 10 years on a regeneration plan for St Michael's and we will settle for nothing less than the full development of the 14acre site as agreed". 

The agreed PPP Regeneration plan included the physical and social regeneration of the 14 acre site at St Michael's Estate which included 720 dwellings (165 social, 75 affordable, 480 private) with a civic centre with library, parish centre, three creches, youth centre, family resource centre, healthcare centre, two football pitches, play areas, new urban square, village green and public square. St Michael's Estate Regeneration Team, made up of residents and local community groups from St Michael's Estate and the Inchicore area work with and on behalf of the residents in the regeneration process since 2001. 

For more information contact:

Dr John Bissett - 087 9889132 
Rita Fagan - 087 6319004 

 

