22nd May 2008

PPP as it is, is not the way foward for social housing says St Michael's Estate Regeneration Team

Residents of St Michael's Estate are just getting to grips with the consequences of the announcement on Monday 19th by Dublin City Council that the Public Private Partnership regeneration deal it had with McNamara/Castlethorn Construction to develop St Michael's Estate will not go ahead as planned.

Locals are angry and disappointed about this development. Dr. John Bissett, a Member of St Michaels Regeneration Team and author of a forthcoming book Regeneration, Public Good or Private Profit said, "We are devastated, we have been involved in this process for 7 long years. The time energy and money that has gone into this process is wasted. The entire physical infrastructure of St. Michael's Estate was to be funded through the sale of 480 private apartments and a small number of commercial facilities. However, as soon as profit margins narrowed PPP collapsed like a deck of cards".

There are no safeguards built into the PPP model to protect the interests of the city council and residents against market change. It is a boom or bust strategy. John went on to say that "We are talking about people's homes and families here. PPP is not a suitable process for developing social housing on public lands. It's a long drawn out costly process, with too much emphasises on how much money can be made from public land for the council and the developer". 

The Regeneration of St Michael's Estate began in 2001. To date three different regeneration plans which have been drawn up both with residents and without have been scrapped. Residents and community organisations have worked alongside Dublin City Council to ensure that the planned regeneration programme would go ahead. Rita Fagan, St Michael's Estate Regeneration Team expressed her concern for the future of St Michaels "How many more plans do we have to go through to house our residents. Since 2003 we have been working in a PPP process that was not alone forced on us but has to date not laid one brick. Now we have families at breaking point not knowing what is going to happen with their homes and locals crying out for community amenities in an areas which is hugely deprived. While the rest of the country enjoyed investment during the boom years we have been struggling with PPP. We are exhausted and extremely angry with the whole PPP process". 

St Michael's Regeneration Team are now looking at possible alternative solutions for developing St Michael's Estate with residents and locals interests being the priority. As part of the PPP deal residents were promised a mix of social housing, a civic centre, library, crèche, youth café, family resource centre and a budget of between 6 and 9 million to invest in social projects, such as family support programmes, early intervention projects, education & skills training along with health, youth and employment initiatives, which are vital to the social regeneration of the area. Dublin City council have said they will talk with the second bidder and hopefully they will have news to announce at the next Regeneration Board Meeting scheduled for June 16th. 

St Michael's Estate was built in 1967. St Michael's Estate Regeneration Team was set up in 2001 and is are made up of residents and local community groups from St Michael's Estate and the Inchicore area in Dublin. They work with and on behalf of the residents in the regeneration process. 

For more information contact:

Dr John Bissett - 087 9889132 
Rita Fagan - 087 6319004 

 

